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Introduction and Intent &/ % B K

Singapore is facing a new coronavirus that was first identified in Wuhan, China in December
2019. Whilst doctors and scientists are intensely researching it, there is still much we do not
know.

With an average of over 46,000 members congregating across Singapore every week, it is
vital that The Methodist Church in Singapore (MCS) responds responsibly and works
together with the authorities to reduce or mitigate disease transmission.

Even so, the church is called by Christ to minister to the sick and the dying and is compelled
to continue to reach out both to the well and the sick.

The plan addresses both these priorities of the church.
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Resources and Reference Bkl &%

The Ministry of Health (MOH) is the primary source of information concerning the current
2019 nCoV situation. All Methodist churches and Agencies are to refer to MOH’s directions
and comply. MOH publishes frequent updates on the following site:

Other ministries have also published guides relevant to their areas of responsibility, which
may be found on the gov.sg website at:

https://www.gov.sg/article/2019-ncov-sector-specific-advisories

and

https://www.gov.sg

The Methodist Church in Singapore (Bishops’ Office and Council of Presidents) may from
time to time give specific spiritual, liturgical and pastoral advice.


https://www.gov.sg/article/2019-ncov-sector-specific-advisories
https://www.gov.sg/
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Plan and Prepare i1XI-5 W&

We will adjust our ministries and methods following the guidelines given by the government
of Singapore. As the situation is fluid and constantly evolving, pastors, leaders and members
are encouraged to keep abreast of the latest information without being overly caught-up
and distracted by it.

We will follow the MOH DORSCON (Disease Outbreak Response System CONdition) levels
and adjust our responses to the guidelines put out for the various sectors.
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Nature of
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Impact on
Daily Life

Advice to
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DORSCON ALERT LEVELS

(Disease Outbreak Response System Condition)

GREEN

Disease is mild

OR

Disease is severe but does
not spread easily from

person to person
(e.9. MERS, H7N9)

Minimal disruption e.g.
border screening, travel
advice

® Be socially responsible:
if you are sick, stay at
home

© Maintain good personal
hygiene

© Look out for health
advisories

YELLOW

Disease is severe and spreads easily

from person to person but is occurring

outside Singapore.
OR

Disease is spreading in Singapore but is

(a) Typically mild i.e only slightly more
severe than seasonal influenza. Could
be severe in vulnerable groups.

(e.. HIN1 pandemic) OR

(b) being contained

Minimal disruption e.g. additional
measures at border and/or healthcare
settings expected, higher work and
school absenteeism likely

® Be socially responsible: if you are
sick, stay at home

© Maintain good personal hygiene

® | ook out for health advisories

ORANGE

Disease is severe AND
spreads easily from person
to person, but disease has
not spread widely in
Singapore and is being
contained (e.g. SARS
experience in Singapore)

Moderate disruption e.g.
quarantine, temperature

screening, visitor restrictions
at hospitals

® Be socially responsible: if
you are sick, stay at home

© Maintain good personal
hygiene

® | ook out for health
advisories

o Comply with control
measures

Disease is severe AND is
spreading widely

Major disruption e.g. school
closures, work from home
orders, significant number
of deaths.

® Be socially responsible: if you
are sick, stay at home

© Maintain good personal
hygiene

® ook out for health advisories

® Comply with control
measures

® Practise social distancing:
avoid crowded areas

Source: Ministry of Health

At the time of writing, Singapore is on a DORSCON YELLOW footing, and may move to

ORANGE should evidence of local spread be present.
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Readiness and Response i %% 5 [5]

Each Local Church and Annual Conference should work out a robust plan that is appropriate
for their specific congregation and circumstances. This will vary with the resources available.
Should there be doubt as to what is appropriate, the guiding principle is to continue with
the ministry of the church without compromising the health and safety of her members.
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DORSCON GREEN AND YELLOW %% €8 & B A 2% HI KIBIR IR R NS R 48

Examples would include, for DORSCON GREEN and YELLOW, that sick members should be
socially responsible and stay at home rather than attend meetings or ministry events.
Generally, there should be minimal impact on our work and worship, other than a
heightened level of alertness. Workplace health monitoring guidelines are in place and may
be found on the MOM Website. Schools and Kindergartens may have an elevated level of
surveillance as guided by MOE and MSF. Intermediate and long-term care facilities may also
begin restricting visitors, as guided by MOH.

Churches should allay anxiety in worshippers and members and discourage the social-media
equivalent of gossip, which is the forwarding of fake news and unverified social media posts.
Personal hygiene can be encouraged with sinks well-supplied with soap, or disinfectant
solutions for use by visitors. Post worship mingling may need to be minimised.

Those above 65 years of age, the frail and those with compromised immunity such as those
undergoing chemotherapy may choose on their own volition to wear a mask to meetings.

There are also updated guidelines on Home Leave of Absence, Travel, Quarantine,
Temperature Taking, Cleaning of Workspaces, Businesses and other areas of relevance to
MCS and her churches and ministries which may be gleaned from the Gov.SG Website.
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DORSCON ORANGE % 225 | B % 1 K Bt &R 4k

Should we move to _, there will be greater disruption to our routines,
such as temperature screening and taking of travel history and/or attendance at worship

services and meetings. Churches may choose to use electronic means to register the
attendance through the many means available today or choose to have a paper record of
worshippers for each service. The minimum required information are the name and valid
contact number. The authorities may ask that large gatherings be limited or cancelled, and
camps may have to be cancelled or postponed. Again, churches should attempt to maintain
connection with the community of believers through social media, snail mail, phone calls
and so on.

Hospital visits will need to follow MOH’s limitations, and visitation teams should be masked
during the visit, whilst maintaining strict personal hygiene.

Members should be encouraged to join a Small Group so that they may be ministered-to, as
well as to allow the efficient bidirectional dissemination of information through the small-
group network. Those above 65 years of age, and those with lower immunity such as infants
and toddlers may choose to remain at home during this period. The church may arrange for
home visits to these members to minister to them.

Holy Communion may be celebrated with modifications to minimise contact and the spread
of droplets whilst still maintaining the holy mystery of the sacrament. Sick persons with
runny noses, coughs or flu-like symptoms should not be preparing nor serving the elements.
Hands of Communion stewards should be disinfected before and after serving, and should
not touch their faces at any time during the rite. Should the Celebrant be ill and is the only
Elder available, he or she may preside over the sacrament wearing a mask, and he or she
should not come near or into contact with the elements.
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DORSCON RED

At _, the country will adopt a mitigation stance, and there may be a
requirement to avoid gatherings. This may impact our worship services and other meetings
and ministries. We should comply with instructions not to gather and not be an
‘underground church’ and undermine the efforts of the government to control the disease.
Meetings may be held via teleconference, including Prayer Meetings.

The Bishop and the Council of Presidents may give further advice depending on the
circumstances whilst cooperating with the authorities in this. This may include but not be
limited to a Virtual Church, segregation of pastoral care teams, and sermon podcasts with
home-based liturgies.
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Watch and Wait Ji 22 & & &

MCS will at all levels encourage her members to unite in prayer and to reach out to those in
need, whatever their circumstances or condition. Fervent, faithful prayer should be
encouraged, and meetings of twos or threes or Prayer Meetings should be open to all
subject to these Guidelines and the instructions of the Ministry of Health. Wherever doubt
exists to the particular protocol for protection and screening, the MOH directives and
common sense take precedence over planned programmes; MCS will comply and cooperate
with MOH in these times.

As we have played our part in Singapore’s history for the last 135 years, let us play our part
now so that His name will continue to be praised.

To God be the glory!
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